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Does the taxpayer have a tax 
return filing requirement?1  
(See ACA tab, Pub 4012:  
2014 Federal Tax Filing 
Requirement Thresholds.)

Does the taxpayer 
qualify for another type 
of coverage exemption? 
(See ACA tab, Pub 
4012 Health Coverage 
Exemptions.)

No further action required. Taxpayer does not 
need to file a return and is exempt from the 
Shared Responsibility Payment. (See Pub 
4012, Who Must File tab, to see if there are 
other situations when a return should be filed.) 
However, you must file a 2014 federal tax return 
if you want to claim the premium tax credit.

*Review decision tree separately for each 
individual included on the return.
1If advance credit payments were made 
for the taxpayer or a member of the 
taxpayer’s family, a tax return must 
be completed and the advance credit 
payments reconciled on Form 8962. 
Answer Yes to follow the rest of the 
decision tree to determine if a coverage 
exemption can be claimed or shared 
responsibility payment must be made.

Determining ACA Next Steps – No Insurance All Year 
Taxpayer, spouse, and/or dependents had no insurance all year 

Start Here

Taxpayer has a coverage 
exemption from the Shared 
Responsibility Payment. 
Indicate this as instructed on 
Form 8965 and complete the 
tax return following normal 
procedures.

1.	If Coverage exemption 
can be claimed on the tax 
return complete Form 8965 
as instructed and complete 
the rest of the tax return 
following normal procedures.

2.	If coverage exemption may 
only be granted through 
the Marketplace, and 
taxpayer does not have 
the Exemption Certification 
Number, refer taxpayer 
to Marketplace. Once 
the taxpayer has their 
Exemption Certification 
Number, indicate this as 
instructed on Form 8965 
and complete the rest of 
the return following normal 
procedures.

Did the taxpayer receive 
an exemption from the 
Marketplace? (Ask to see 
exemption certification number.)

Calculate taxpayer’s 
Shared Responsibility 
Payment using 
Instructions for Form 
8965 and indicate as 
directed on the tax 
return. Complete the 
rest of the tax return 
following normal 
procedures. 




